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GROWING  UP  WITH  BENDI’S 


When  1  was  a  little  kid,  my  favorite  store  in  town  was 
Bendinelli’s.  1  would  stop  at  the  penny  candy  counter  on 
my  way  to  school,  carefully  selecting  one  whole  nickel’s 
worth.  Sure  loved  those  comic  books,  too.  As  a  teenager, 
I'd  meet  with  pals  for  a  cone  or  a  Coke,  and  call  home 
from  the  phone  booth  to  say  I’d  be  late.  Maybe  Mom 
would  ask  for  a  dozen  eggs  or  a  quart  of  milk.  When  I 
reached  young  adulthood.  I'd  “chew  the  fat”  with  Mr.  B. 
about  the  Red  Sox  or  a  local  ball  team.  He  was  a  swell 
guy  to  talk  with.  Some  years  later,  while  my  wife  and  kids 
were  at  church.  I’d  stop  at  the  store  for  a  doughnut  and 
coffee,  a  Sunday  paper,  and  more  gab.  Whenever  my 
sweet  tooth  acted  up,  I  always  went  to  Italo  for  a 
chocolate  bar  or  two.  When  he  closed  his  door  on  June 
30th,  I  sure  was  sad.  My  favorite  store  in  town  will  always 
be  Bendinelli’s! 


An  Italian  named  I.  Bendinelli 
Sold  ice  cream  &  candy  &  jelly. 
Folks  would  flock  to  his  store 
For  the  food  and  much  more. 

It  was  better  than  any  old  deli. 

There  is  a  nice  guy.  Mister  “B” 
Who’s  as  patient  as  patient  can  be. 
He  was  up  to  his  ears 
For  so  many  years. 

But  now  he  has  called  it  “Fini”. 


End  of  the  Line 
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Italo  hangs  it  all  up.  “That’s  it”,  he  said,  “now  let’s  have 
some  fun  and  enjoy  life”.  He  is,  as  usual,  surrounded  by 
his  favorite  customers  in  town  -  girls.  We  all  love  you, 
Italo.  Good  Luck. 


The  last  day  with  Italo  and  Mary 


Just  in  case  you  had  missed  the  following  article,  here  it  is  once  more, 
reprinted  by  special  permission  from  the  publishers  of  the  only  known  5-cent 
weekly  newspaper.  Thank  you,  Walter  and  Esther. 


The  Sharon  (Mass.)  Advocate 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  24,  1982 


Bendinelli’s  to  Close 
Next  Week 

Another  longtime  Sharon  land¬ 
mark  bites  the  dulst  next  week 
When  Italo  Bendinelli  closes  the 
door  of  his  variety  store  at  2  Post 
Office  Square  on  June  30  for  the 
last  time. 

“Bendy’s”  has  been  one  of  the 
most  popular  gathering  places  in 
the  square  over  the  57  years  of 
its  existence,  with  the  young  ones 
coming  in  to  buy  their  penny 
candy,  ice  cream  and  comic  books, 
while  the  older  people  wanted 
their  magazines,  deli  foods,  a  loaf 
of  bread  or  just  plain  conversa¬ 
tion,  which  was  always  available. 

Italo  is  now  ready  for  retire¬ 
ment  after  spending  a  good  50 
years  of  his  life  in  the  store,  and 
he  plans  to  take  up  golf  again, 
a  pastime1  he  has  always  liked 
but  never  had  the  time  for.  An¬ 
other  hobby,  in  which  he  is  joined 
by  his  daughter,  Mary  Jean,  is  a 
thriving  vegetable  garden  on  the 
roof  of  the  family  apartment  over 
the  store.  Italo  and  his  family, 
which  includes  his  wife  of  33 


years,  the  former  Mary  Ford,  and 
his  daughters,  Mary  Jean  and 
Ruth,  who  have  always  helped 
out  in  the  store,  plan  to  stay  on 
at  the  apartment  for  the  present. 

A  graduate  of  Sharon  High 
Schodl,  Italo  was  president  of  the 
class  of  1933,  and  worked  in  the 
Walpole  Bendinelli  store  until 
World  War  II  When  he  was  in  the 
U.S.  Army  for  5  years,  attaining 
the  rank  of  sergeant.  When  his 
father  retired  25  years  ago,  Italo 
took  over  the  Sharon  store,  later 
buying  the  building  and  moving 
his  family  from  their  house  on 
Washington  Place  to  the  apart¬ 
ment  where  he  had  grown  up. 

All  the  fixtures  in  the  store 
have  been  sold  including  the 
beige  marble  soda  fountain,  and 
Curley’s  Flower  Shop  will  be 
moving  into  the  larger  premises, 
with  a  men’s  hair  stylist  going 
into  Curley’s  present  shop. 

Bendinelli’s  will  be  missed,  but 
everyone  knows  Italo  is  entitled 
to  his  well-deserved  retirement, 
and  he  is  wished  a  long  and 
happy  one. 


Wow  -  What  a  Party 
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SATURDAY,  JULY  17,  1982 
Dinner  at  7:30  P.M. 

RED  SNAPPER  RESTAURANT 
Route  1,  Foxboro,  Massachusetts 

$15.00  Per  Person 


CM 

CM 


Ol 


Shown  here  is  a  replica  of  the  ticket  for  the  Testimonial 
Party  for  Italo.  But  this  special  event  is  really  more  than  a 
party  just  for  Italo.  It  is  the  best  way  of  thanking  the 
whole  family,  his  wife,  the  former  Mary  Ford,  and  his 
daughters  Mary  Jean  and  Ruth  for  sharing  Italo  with  us, 
the  Town  of  Sharon. 

Who  knows  how  many  hours  he  spent  in  the  store  while 
his  family  was  patiently  upstairs.  There  was  never  as 
much  as  a  murmur  of  being  tired.  Instead,  his  patience 
outdistanced  some  customers  who  waited  for  a  cigarette 
pack  just  because  a  youngster  had  to  make  a  decision  on 
his  candy.  He  treated  them  all  alike.  No  foes,  just  friends, 
and  many  of  them. 

So  many  are  gathered  here  tonight  to  tell  the  Bendinelli 
Family  one  thing: 

“We  love  you  and  we  will  miss  you. God  bless  you  all”. 
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Togetherness.  Italo  and  Mary  Jean.  And  more  Togetherness. 

Italo  and  his  wife  Mary.  Please  note  the  little  hole  in  the 
wall.  This  was  halo’s  Peekaboo,  one  of  Sharon’s  best 
kept  secrets.  He  knows  what  you  were  doing  out  there. 


A  Special  Thank  You  from  All  of  Us 


SHARON  MOTOR  SALES 
37  Pond  Street 
Sharon,  Massachusetts 
784-5684 


Butch  Gardner 

Automotive  Repairs 
24  Hr  Wrecker  Service 


Mobil 


MULTIPLE  I  ISTING  SERVICE 
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BARBARA  KATZ 
ANNA  LEVIN  i„c.  I 

|  HEAL  ESTATE 

TWO  POST  OEUCF  SQUARE 
SHARON.  MASSACHUSFTTS  02007 


(617)  784  8555  »  (617) 828  1199 
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SHARON 

COOPERATIVE 

BANK 

Serving  Sharon  Since  1912 

Robert  F.  Currie,  President 

784-5741 
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REALTY  INC 


YANKEE  KENNEL 

Boarding  your  dog  at 
reasonable  rates 
784-5397 


22  DEPOT  STREET 
SHARON  MASS  02067 


PHONE 

OFFICE  617  -  704-3313 
HOME  617  -  704-2703 


BILL  TRAUT 

Excavating  Contractor 
328  East  St.  Sharon 
784-6237 
Good  Luck,  Bill 


Tlic 
Fitting 
I^Mmi  ^ 


45  Billings  St. 

Sharon,  Mass.  02067 


Expert 

Alterations  &  Repairs 
Ladies'  &  Men's 
Tues -  Sat 
9-5 


Evenings  by  Appt. 
784-6364 

Emily  Traut 


florencc  Rates  i 


REALTORS 

Residentialalndust  rial*  Commercial 

21  South  Main  St. 

Sharon,  Mass. 

784-6771  18  Washington  St 

Canton,  Mass 

828-5700 


CAPRICCIO’S 
RESTAURANT 
Located  Inside 
The  Village  Mall 
Call  828-8170 


RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 


telephone  784-3623 


FAMILY  OPTOMETRY 

Contact  lenses 


GUY  MAROON 


LICENSE 

*625755 


LICENSED  ELECTRICIAN 


35  AMES  STREET 
SHARON  MA  02067 
TEL  784-8619 


Joseph  P.  Keating 
Funeral  Home 
So.  Main  St. 
Sharon 


FRANK  KOZOL,  O.D. 
NEIL  D.  KOZOL.  O.D. 


Office  hours  352  SOUTH  main  street 

By  Appointment  SHARON.  MASSACHUSETTS  02067 


ALL.  WORK  DONE  ON  PREMISES 


Corman’s  Cleaning  &  Tailoring 

SPECIALIZING  IN  LADIES  flr  MEN  S 
TAILORING  &  ALTERATIONS 
704-3305 


CONVENIENT 
FOOD  MART 

Sharon 
Best  of  Luck 
Andy 


380  SO.  MAIN  ST. 


SHARON.  MA  02067 


DAN  MDRGANELLI 
QENERAL  CONTRACTOR 
RENOVATING  •  REMODELING 
QUALITY  WORK  •  ESTABLISHED  1950 


12  GORWIN  DRIVE  SHARON  MA  02067 
TELEPHONE  784  6015  784  7718 


All  flowers  were  graciously  donated  by 


FLOWERS 


3  N  MAIN  ST  SHARON  MA  02067 
550  WASHINGTON  ST,  CANTON.  MA  02021 


WIN  &  JOANNE  8RIGGS 


828-2800 
426-4717 
784  8671 


A  Special  Salute  and  Compliments 

to  Italo 


Julie  &  Joe  DiCastro 
Joe  Petroski 
Helen  Griffin 
Mackay’s  News 
Bob  Hill 
Arthur  Reid 
John  &  Kathleen  Thompson 
Roger,  Linda  &  Karen  Lobban 
Staff,  Sharon  Public  Library 
Lillian  Curley 


James  J.  Leonard 
Walter  &  Esther  Reeves 
Marsha  Richmond 
Steve  Metrick 
Baybank  Norfolk 
County  Trust 


Just  in  case  you  did  not  see  the  July  6,  1982  issue  of 
the  Patriot  Ledger,  here  is  what  it  said  (reprinted  by 
permission). 


Bendinelli  Honored  at  Block  Party 


By  Rachel  Baker 
Patriot  Ledger  Staff 

SHARON  -  Once  a  year,  when  Post  Office  Square  is 
closed  to  traffic  for  a  block  party,  this  suburban 
community  takes  on  the  flavor  of  a  country  village. 

The  occasion  notes  the  day  Italo  Bendinelli  began 
working  in  his  father’s  variety  store  in  the  square  50  years 
ago.  Last  week,  he  closed  the  store  to  retire. 

His  friends  and  customers  were  there  during  the 
holiday  weekend  when  the  square  was  named  Bendinelli 
Square  for  a  day.  Some  said  the  change  should  be 
permanent. 

The  Bendinelli  family  was  present  for  a  ceremony 
unveiling  a  temporary  sign.  “It  is  the  small  business  man 
who  has  made  this  country  what  it  is  today,”  said 
selectmen  Chairman  Michael  L.  Cook. 

Rep.  William  R.  Keating,  D-Sharon,  whose  memories 
include  trips  to  the  penny  candy  case,  said  the  store  was  a 
symbol,  important  to  the  social  and  economic  scene. 

U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank  presented  a  congressional 
citation  to  Bendinelli,  who  also  received  a  tie  with  the 
national  emblem  from  U.S.  Rep.  Margaret  Heckler. 


Corner  of  Simplicity  in 
a  World  of  Malls 


The  Boston  Globe  honored  the 
Bendinellis  with  a  lengthy  article 
having  the  above  title.  “His  querencia 
was  the  family  business  in  Sharon 
Center,  a  tiny  corner  variety  store  that 
is  conspicuously  out  of  its  place  in 
time,  a  diamond  in  the  rough  of 
suburbia’s  impersonal  supermarkets 
and  shopping  malls”,  wrote 
Marguerite  DelGuidice,  a  Globe  Staff 
Reporter. 

Bendinelli’s  store  was  the  first  to  offer 
frozen  foods  -  Birdseye.  ’’Back  in 
those  days  you  had  to  practically  hit 


the  people  on  the  head  to  try  it.  People 
were  skeptics”,  so  said  Italo.  “The 
Bendinelli  querencia  will  be  gone, 
along  with  the  circa-1930  metal  sign 
out  front  that  advertises  butter- 
whipped  Sunbeam  bread,  and  the 
familiar  face  of  the  man  behind  the 
counter  who  knows  what  brand  of 
cigarettes  his  customers  smoke,  and 
how  they  drink  their  morning  coffee”. 

Best  wishes,  good  health,  and  God 
speed  to  Italo  and  his  family.  You 
deserve  the  rest.  Enjoy  life  as  much  as 
we  have  enjoyed  you! 


Photos  and  design  by  Able  Arnold.  So  long,  Italo. 
Stay  well. 


